A niche for Wolbachia.
Wolbachia are endosymbionts of arthropods and filarial nematodes. Arthropods infected with these endobacteria display altered reproductive phenotypes, including cytoplasmic incompatibility and sex-ratio distortion. In nematodes, the endobacteria are essential for embryogenesis and worm survival. Wolbachia are transmitted vertically from mother to progeny, and Frydman et al. recently showed that, after transfer to uninfected Drosophila, Wolbachia rapidly accumulate in the somatic stem cell niche. From this location, the endobacteria might enter the developing oocytes and infect the progeny.